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 This article examines how the international business (IB) literature has addressed social
responsibility issues in the past 50 years, highlighting key developments and implications from a
historical perspective. Specific attention is paid to the Journal of World Business (JWB), which
has covered the whole period and published relevant articles related to these issues, in
comparison to the Journal of International Business Studies (JIBS), the other long-standing IB
journal. The article outlines that they illustrate different conceptualizations of IB and social
responsibility. The 50-year review shows three subthemes: the (green) environment; ethics,
rights and responsibilities; poverty and (sustainable) development. These are discussed
consecutively, including main contributions and promising areas to further the field. 
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